The  Central  States 


Numismatic  Society 


NTI 


Edited  by:  Elston  G.  Bradfield,  6652  N.  Seeley  Ave.,  Chicago  45,  Illinois 
Volume  I OCTOBER,  1953  No.  I 


INTRODUCING  THE  SENTINEL 

The  officers  of  CSNS  are  planning  to  issue  The  Sentinel  twice  a year, 
in  the  Spring  Immediately  before  the  annual  convention,  -and  in  the  autumn 
before  the  interim  meeting.  Your  assistance  in  making  It  a newsworthy  pub- 
lication is  sought.  You  are  urged  to  submit  short  articles  describing  collect- 
ing activities,  numismatic  news  of  your  locality,  or  information  in  the  field  of 
coin  collecting.  The  Editor  welcomes  your  personal  comments  and  brief 
items  of  interest  to  fellow  numismatists  In  the  Central  States  area. 

CSNS  INTERIM  MEETING  COINCIDES  WITH  CCC  BANQUET 

The  CSNS  Board  of  Directors  Interim  get-together  is  set  tor  the  La 
Salle  Hotel,  Chicago,  Illinois,  October  31.  Ten  in  the  morning  is  the  time 
and  the  meeting  is  open  to  all.  On  the  same  day  and  In  the  same  hotel,  the 
Chicago  Coin  Club  will  hold  its  annual  banquet  and  auction.  CCC's  affable 
President,  Clyde^Grimm,  offers  a hearty  invitation  to  you  to  attend  and 
bring  your  wife  and  friends  for  a week-end  of  numismatic  pleasure. 

CSNS  PRESIDENTIAL  MESSAGE 

As  members  of  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  we  can  look  back 
with  considerable  pride  to  our  1953  Convention  at  Chicago.  The  Conven- 
tion established  a qualitative  standard,  featured  an  exceptional  group  of 
exhibits,  and  had  a registration  of  approximately  500.  Yet  it  was  this  high 
registration  which  carried  with  It  a disturbing  factor.  Apparently  those 
registrants  were  numismatists  who  felt  that  the  convention  had  a great 
deal  to  offer,  and  who  went  to  Chicago  for  a numismatic  good  time.  Un- 
fortunately, at  the  time  of  the  convention,  we  had  only  160  paid  up  CSNS 
members.  This  means  that  these  160  Individuals  shouldered  the  financial 
and  moral  obligations,  whereas  the  other  340  registrants  did  not  assume 
such  responsibilities.  This  failure  can  certainly  not  be  charged  to  exhorbitant 
membership  fees.  It  costs  only  $1.00  a year  for  membership,  and  only  $15.00 
tor  a life  membership,  to  be  a full  member  of  our  Society.  Apparently,  the 
real  difficulty  lay  in  the  lack  of  personal  contact  and  Individual  invitation  to 
join.  It  is  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Society  to  have  as  large  a membership 
as  possible.  This  not  only  establishes  a better  financial  position  for  carrying 
on  expanded  activities  and  bringing  greater  benefits  to  the  membership, 
but  also  permits  more  Individuals  to  share  in  the  advantages  that  a large 
regional  organization  can  bring  them.  I earnestly  urge  each  of  you  to 
secure  one  new  member  tor  our  Society  between  now  and  January  I.  If  all 


will  do  so,  our  membership  can  go  beyond  the  400  mark.  Almost  certainly 
there  is  in  your  local  coin  club  or  among  your  collector  friends  one  individual 
who  could  profit  from  membership  in  our  Society,  and  who  can  afford  the 
$1.00  a year  membership  fee.  To  particularly  honor  those  members  who 
make  the  greatest  efforts  to  increase  our  membership,  special  awards  will 
be  made  at  the  Milwaukee  Convention  to  the  member  securing  the  greatest 
number  of  applications,  and  to  the  individual  who  secures  the  second  great- 
est number.  Let  us  all  combine  our  efforts  to  bring  the  advantages  of  the 
Central  States  Numismatic  Society  to  as  many  Midwestern  collectors  as 
possible. 

Col.  James  W.  Curtis 

Central  States  Numismatic  Society 

GREETINGS  FROM  CHICAGO  COIN  CLUB 

Last  May  the  Chicago  Coin  Club  had  the  privilege  of  entertaining  our 
friends  from  all  parts  of  the  country  at  the  Central  States  Numismatic  con- 
vention. Since  then,  many  of  them  have  expressed  the  desire  to  attend 
another  affair  in  Chicago.  Here  It  is. 

Our  annual  banquet  will  be  held  at  the  La  Salle  Hotel,  in  Chicago,  on 
Saturday  October  31,  1953.  There  will  be  exhibits  and  bourse  opening  at 
9:00  in  the  morning.  In  the  afternoon  at  2:00  o'clock  R.  Green  will  conduct 
a 400  lot  floor  auction  in  conjuction  with  a mail  bid  sale  and  at  6:45  p.m. 
there  will  be  a "bang-up"  banquet  followed  by  some  fine  entertainment. 
Bourse  and  exhibits  will  be  open  following  the  banquet  until  midnight,  re- 
opening Sunday  morning  at  9:00  and  continuing  until  noon. 

Since  fhe  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  interim  board  meeting  is 
going  to  be  held  on  Saturday  October  31  at  10:00  a.m.,  we  feel  this  is 
a wonderful  opportunity  for  all  of  us  to  get  together  again.  You  are,  there- 
fore, very  cordially  Invited  to  attend  our  banquet  and  entertainment  and 
participate  in  the  other  activities. 

Banquet  tickets:  $5.00  each.  Exhibit  cases:  We  invite  your  exhibit — there 
are  plenty  of  cases  available.  Dealer's  Bourse:  Fee  $10.00 — one  table  and 
case.  There  are  no  other  charges — no  registration,  and  everyone  Is  welcome. 

Reservations  should  be  made  in  advance,  including  cases  for  exhibits.  In 
order  that  we  may  make  proper  provision.  Send  direct  to  the  chairman,  Mr. 
Harry  X Boosel,  2635  Balmoral  Avenue,  Chicago  25,  Illinois. 

It  should  be  kept  in  mind  that  this  is  an  annual  affiair  of  the  Chicago 
Coin  Club — not  a convention.  We  do  expect  a substantial  attendance,  how- 
ever, and  we  know  you  will  enjoy  your  visit  with  us.  See  you  on  October  31. 

C.  L.  Grimm,  President 
Chicago  Coin  Club 

SEN.  IVES  ON  COMMEMORATIVES 

Sen.  Irving  M.  Ives  of  New  York,  chairman  of  the  United  States  Senate 
i.ommittee  on  banking  and  currency,  on  July  30,  reported  favorably  on 
Senate  Bill  2474  to  authorize  the  City  of  New  York  tercentennial  commem- 
orative half  dollars.  This  excerpt  from  the  report  points  up  sound  reasons  for 
striking  such  coins. 

"Your  commjttee  is  fully  aware  that  the  Treasury  Department  for  a num- 
ber of  years  has  consistently  objected  to  the  enactment  of  legislation  au- 


thorizing  the  issuance  of  connmemora+ive  coins;  and,  while  recognizing  that 
there  is  much  to  be  said  for  the  objections  which  are  raised  to  the  policy 
of  authorizing  commemorative  coins,  it  is  your  committee's  considered  judg- 
ment that  exceptions  should  be  made  to  the  general  policy  when  the  event 
to  be  celebrated  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Congress,  of  such  magnitude  and 
of  such  historical  importance  in  the  life  of  our  country  and  its  institutions 
that  it  deems  the  event  should  be  commemorated. 

"The  possible  small  additional  cost  to  the  United  States  In  the  issuance 
of  the  commemorative  coin  which  this  bill  authorizes  and  which  from  time 
to  time  the  Congress  may  authorize  is,  in  your  committee's  opinion,  far 
outweighed  by  the  benefits  that  redound, to  us  as  a people  and  as  a Nation. 
Our  history,  our  traditions,  our  institutions  are  historic  benchmarks  in  the 
development  of  the  Nation,  and  their  commemoration  is  symbolic  of  the 
spiritual  and  political  development  of  the  Nation,  and  they  help  as  does 
our  flag,  to  instill  in  the  minds  of  our  people  that  patriotic  and  spiritual 
fervor,  without  which  we  as  a Nation  cannot  survive.  We  must  be  just  as 
vigilant — in  fact,  more  vigilant — about  maintaining  and  encouraging  the 
spiritual  resources  of  the  Nation  as  we  are  about  the  preservation  and  de- 
velopment of  our  physical  and  economic  resources.  The  material  resources 
of  a nation  can  be  dissipated  or  destroyed;  the  spirit,  tradition,  and  sacred 
history  of  a nation,  if  reasonably  protected  and  developed,  will  not  only 
never  die  but  will  serve  also  to  make  it  strong  physically  and  economically. 

"With  this  in  mind,  your  committee  believes  that  the  foundation  of  the 
city  of  New  York  is  such  genuine  national  and  historical  interest  that  it  is 
fitting  and  proper  that  a coin  be  issued  in  commemoration  of  the  300th 
anniversary." 

STATISTICALLY  SPEAKING 

CSNS  is  growing.  In  May,  1952,  paid-up  members  totaled  109.  At  the 
time  of  the  1953  Chicago  convention  the  figure  stood  at  160.  New  members 
since  the  convention  are  72,  of  which  54  responded  to  our  circular  letter 
sent  out  July  21  to  all  registrants  at  the  convention.  It  is  possible  another 
20  or  30  members  may  result  from  that  letter.  Total  paid-ups  as  of  August 
15,  was  207,  with  27  of  the  old  members  not  yet  in  the  line-up.  Pres.  Curtis 
is  reaching  for  400  by  May,  1954  and  asks  your  help  in  reaching  his  goal. 
Wc  once  had  400  members,  so  why  not  again? 

"COMING  EVENTS  CAST  THEIR  SHADOWS  BEFORE" 

The  CSNS  1954  convention  will  take  place  in  Milwaukee  and  innovations 
are  in  the  making  for  that  event.  For  instance,  our  Milwaukee  host  will  print 
a complete  list  of  all  CSNS  members  in  the  official  program.  Be  sure  you 
are  a paid-up  member  so  your  name  will  be  included  in  the  roster  of  Cen- 
tral States  numismatists.  Also,  another  first  for  Milwaukee  will  be  a special 
display  case  housing  medals  which  have  been  awarded  to  CSNS  past  presi- 
dents and  Medal  of  Merit  winners. 

FORD  MEDALLION  EXECUTED  BY  DE  FRANCISCI 

A medallion  commemorating  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Ford  Motor 
Company  has  been  executed  by  Anthony  de  Francisci  and  struck  in  bronze. 
The  obverse  follows  a painting  of  Henry  Ford,  Edsel  Ford  and  Henry  Ford 
II  created  by  Norman  Rockwell  for  the  anniversary  calendar.  The  reverse 
bears  the  inscription  "Fifty  Years  Forward  with  Ford — 1903-1953." 


UNITED  STATES  COINS  AS  FINE  ART 

Two  years  ago  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  began  a survey  of  the 
federal  government's  activities  in  the  field  of  art.  In  a report  just  released 
the  Commission  speaks  well  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  and  the  Bureau  of 
Engraving  and  Printing  by  saying  its  recommendations  "need  hardly  go 
beyond  giving  emphasis  to  the  great  importance  of  high  artistic  quality  in 
all  their  products.  . . The  products  of  these  Treasury  agencies  are  probably 
the  works  of  fine  art  with  which  the  largest  number  of  people  have  the 
largest  acquaintance.  Beauty  in  our  stamps,  currency,  and  medals  fosters 
pride  in  our  Government  among  our  own  people  and  respect  for  our  artistic 
abilities  among  our  citizens  of  other  countries." 

A number  of  federal  officials  appeared  before  the  Commission  during  its 
investigation.  Among  them  was  Mrs.  Nellie  Tayloe  Ross,  Director  of  the 
Mint,  who  testified  on  June  26,  1951  that  the  Treasury  Department  was 
opposed  to  commemorative  coins  on  the  ground  they  tend  to  confuse  the 
public  and  lend  themselves  to  abuses.  But  "the  major  part  of  the  discussion 
was  devoted  to  the  method  employed  by  the  mint  of  selecting  sculptors 
and  designs.  Mrs.  Ross  stated  that  the  law  provided  that  the  Director  may 
employ  outside  assistance  in  securing  a coin  design,  but  the  Director  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  selection  of  the  design,  subject  only  to  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  is  the  practice  of  the  Mint  to  have  competi- 
tions for  designs.  To  this  end  Mrs.  Ross  receives  recommendations  of  the 
names  of  appropriate  sculptors  both  from  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  and 
from  the  National  Sculpture  Society.  Her  list,  she  believed,  contains  the 
names  of  ail  the  outstanding  sculptors  in  the  country  who  are  interested  in 
medallic  art.  There  are  not  many  who  have  specialized  in  this  field,  nor  is  it 
easy  to  get  the  best  artists  to  compete,  for  the  reasons  that  many  have 
private  commissions  which  keep  them  busy,  and  that  the  competition  is  not 
too  tempting  because  only  one  design  is  chosen.  Mrs.  Ross  went  on  to  ex- 
plain that  there  are  mechanical  factors  involved  in  the  making  of  a medal 
or  coin  which  are  as  important  as  the  artistic  aspects.  For  this  reason,  it  was 
desirable  to  have  a mint  artist  prepare  a coin  whenever  possible,  if  he  is 
competent,  because  mint  artists  are  aware  of  the  various  technical  problems, 
such  as  balance  of  design  for  metal  flow  and  facility  in  stacking.  More  often 
than  not,  however,  outside  artists  have  produced  the  coinage  designs. 

"As  an  instance  of  improper  method  of  selection  producing  bad  technical 
design,  Mrs.  Ross  cited  the  case  of  the  nationwide  open  competition  for 
the  design  of  the  5-cent  piece,  which  was  carried  out  when  Mr.  Morgenthau 
was  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Offerings  poured  in  from  every  State  in  the 
union,  many  by  utter  novices.  After  a preliminary  sorting,  the  judges  were 
given  enough  designs  to  fill  a room  from  which  to  make  their  final  selection. 
The  judges  were  chiefly  sculptors  without  experience  in  coinage,  and  their 
choice  was  so  replete  with  technical  defects  that  the  artists  of  the  Mint 
had  practically  to  redesign  it.  The  one  whose  design  was  chosen  was  a youth 
without  any  previous  achievement  in  the  art  world." 

The  Archivist  of  the  United  States,  Wayne  C.  Grove,  also  appeared  at 
the  hearings  and  pointed  out  the  government's  role  as  patron  of  the  arts 
may  be  traced  in  the  Mint  records  housed  in  the  National  Archives  which 
contain  extensive  information  about  the  commissioning  of  artists  to  design 
coins  and  medals.  Beginning  in  1862  there  are  similar  records  of  the  Bureau 
of  Engraving  and  Printing. 


